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Is Mastering Basic Japanese greetings really this easy? Yep, you will learn a few tips 
to master basic Japanese greetings fast with this introduction lesson. In this lesson, 
you are going to learn how to say hi, how are you in Japanese and how to answer. It’s 
super easy and it only takes 3 minutes. Let’s learn a short dialogue. 


So here is the typical conversation you hear every day in Japan. CAIc5(d_ 
(Konnichiwa.) Hi (FA CFH. (Genki desu ka.) how are you IFA CST. (Genki 
desu.) | am fine. CAL, (Konnichiwa.) Hi or hello. CA, LE 5., (ko (kon 
ni, chi, wa.) CAC 51g (konnichiwa). < Alc 5(& (konnichiwa) is a general greeting 
meaning hi or hello. It also means good afternoon as one of the greetings for the day 
but you can say CAlIc5(d. (Konnichiwa.) all day long as a greeting when you meet 
people. 


Next we have (FA CF hs (Genki desu ka.) how are you. Let’s take a closer look (F 
A&C. (Genki desu ka.) how are you IF A, & G GF. D, (Ge, n, ki, de, 
su, ka.) FAE CTF Hs (Genki desu ka.). IFA E (genki) means healthy GS (desu) is 
basically same meaning as to be in English, 4‘ is a sentence ending particle that can 
be used to make a question TA, zz Gg D. (genkidesu ka.) literally means are you 
healthy but it is used to mean how are you. 


Now the easy part, answering the question. To answer the question (TA, zz TF Dn. 
(Genki desu ka.) how are you, you just say (JAE GS. (Genki desu.) | am fine. You 
just have to drop the Dikal at the end. (FACS. (Genki desu.) | am fine (FT. A, 
a. G oF. (ge, n, ki, de, su.) FACY. (Genki desu.) Let’s take a look at these 
two lines. Person A, (FAA@CTA\ (Genki desu ka.) how are you. Person B, IFA È © 
J. (Genki desu.) | am fine. The only difference is, you drop the 1\(ka) when 
answering the question. 


See this conversation. We are going to shorten it down. Ta-dah! (Ta-dah!) Here we 
have the same conversation TA, Æ ? (Genki?) how are you (TAS, (Genki.) | am 
fine. The only difference is the intonation (IFA E ? (Genki?) TAS, (Genki.) | am 
fine (IFA E? (Genki?) (FA. (Genki.) Now be careful. This is a very informal 
conversation. Don’t use it with your teachers or in business situations. 


Now before you go, let’s look at two other responses to how are you. First we have € 
amd. (Mama.) soso. €<. (Saiaku.) Bad or | am not doing good at all. So now 
let’s practice. So | will ask you how you are and you respond 


CAICS5(h4, FAETH. (Konnichiwa, genki desu ka.) (FAAES. (Genki desu.) 
Good job. Now, you ask me how are you (JAA CIS. (Genki desu.) KHEDCS,. 
(Mama desu.) €Lid< Gg, (Saiaku desu.) 


(FACT A\— ! (Genki desu ka!) (FASRMOHNL, GKACECES. (Genki ga 
areba, nandemo dekiru.) (TA. GS A'— ! (Genki desu ka!) 


